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Intimacy revealed

VICTOR Fantauzzo has endured madia scrrtiny
reganding his brooding Archibald entry of Heath
Ledger, completed vitually days before the actor's
demise. The tiumvirate porrait features 8 Jesus-iike
Ledger invelgled by looming demons to his left and
right. For my tasts, this is pure compositional Grand
Guignol despite signs of

virtuosic technique. But

naative idtsch Is dis- a
pefled in Fantauzo's

simpler, more modestly

scaled puma.rts. His

cropped portra

eschew caoldly 'I:nd'lrl{:a]

photographic realism, making intimate, micro-
investigations of each sitter's skin, eyes and physiog-
nomy, Blemished, wrinlded faces, pores exposed, grid
across a small wall, Detall and difference, tenderdy
observed, stockplles as an informal emotional, social
atlas. Frances Johnson
Victor Fantauzzo, Serutiny, Dianne Tanzer Gallery,
108-110 Gertrude Street, Fltzroy, until February
23, www.dlannetanzergallery.com.au



