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Australian film-maker BAZ LUHRMANN hares his heart about the attacks on Indians Down under;
spent the afternoon with AR RAHMAN who had specially flown down to meet him yesterday

SOUMYADIPTA BANERJEE

YOU need to see it to believe it —
the kind of camaraderie that AR
Rahman shares with Aussie film-
maker Baz Luhrmann. The
Mozart of Madras gquietly slipped
into Mumbailate on-Republie Day
and rushed back to Chennai yes-
terday afternoon after spending a
few hours with the critically ac-
claimed director and his artist
friend Vincent Fantauzze.

“1 got In touch with Rahman
while making Moulin Rouge.
Sim—e then, we've been constantly

in touch. I don's call ‘-zm by His
name: I call him ma= famso
d that he has mmes;"*'aav
Fust to meet ma ™ says Lafrmann

as he affectionately puts his arm
around Rahman.

Rahman and Luhrmann are
looking to work together: Rahman
says. “We had a meeting and I
wotild love to work with a director
like him. We have been exchang-

-ing ideas for a long time new T

hope they fructify soon.”
Luhrmann adds, “We are just
looking for the right story to tell.
We hope to find it soon.”
Speaking about the attacks on
Indians in Australia, Luhrmann
says, “It disturbs me everytime I
hear about an attack onan Indian.
These bunches of hoodlums are a
very small part of the population
of Australians who genuinely love
Indiz. I am here to say howmuch T

‘ ‘I would love to work with
a director like Baz. We have
Deen exchanging ideas for a
long time now. | hope that
these ideas fructify soan...
= o —
AR Rahman,
Music composer

love you. I am travelling to Ra-
Jasthan on a motoreycle with Vin-
cent just after this. I am told that
it's very physically taxing but T am
doing that to paint the country, I
will be stopping mid-way and
spray painting whenever 1 see
something inspiring. I have been
looking for a reason to come here

and a charitable cause (the pro-
ceeds from his and Vincent's
paintings will be donated to
Deeds, a charity working for the
hearing impaired in India)
seemed a good reason. It's time
again to explore the country and
draw some inspiration for my
next project.” Luhrmann is in
Mumbai to inaugurate Le Sutra,
India’s first art hotel.

So, does he want to make a film
on India? “T would love to make a
film on India. These trips are just
to stir that urge in me. But Mum-
bai has changed a lot. I couldn’t
recognise the Mumbai that T had
left behind, I am glad I have come
back to a new Mumbai,” he ends.
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